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they gave of the nature of the religion they once had professed,
whether it deserves the name of crime or error; namely, that
they were accustomed on a stated day to meet before daylight,
and to repeat among themselves a hymn to Christ as to a god,
and to bind themselves by an oath with an obligation of not
committing any wickedness, but on the contrary, of abstaining
from thefts, robberies, and adulteries; also of not violating their
promise, or denying a pledge ; after which it was their custom to
separate and meet again at a promiscuous, harmless meal; from
which last practice they however desisted after the publication
of my edict, in which, agreeably to your orders, I forbade any
societies of that sort. On which account I judged it the more
necessary to inquire BY TORTURE from two females, who were
said to be deaconesses, what is the real truth, but nothing could
I collect, except a depraved and excessive superstition. Defer-
ring, therefore, any further investigation, I determined to con-
sult you. For the number of culprits is so great as to call for seri-
ous consultation. Many persons are informed against, of every
age and of both sexes, and more still will be in the same situa-
tion. The contagion of the superstition has spread, not only
through cities, but even villages and the country. Not that I
think it impossible to check and to correct it. The success of my
endeavors hitherto forbids such desponding thoughts; for the
temples, once almost desolate, begin to be frequented, and the
sacred solemnities that had long been intermitted are now at-
tended afresh; and the sacrificial victims are now sold every-
where, which could once scarce find a purchaser. Whence I
conclude that many might be reclaimed were the hope of im-
punity on repentance absolutely confirmed."
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TRAJAN TO PLINY.

" You have done perfectly right, my dear Pliny, in the inquiry
which you have made concerning Christians. For truly no one
general rule can be laid down, which will apply itself to all cases.
Those people must not be sought after. If they are brought
before you and convicted, let them be capitally punished ; yet
with this restriction, that if any renounce Christianity and evi-
dence his sincerity by supplicating our gods, however suspected
he may be for the past, he shall obtain pardon for the future on
his repentance. But anonymous libels in no case ought to be